EPD 2824'

CALL TO ACTION

THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIALDGUE 2024
THEME: “STRENGTHENING ENVIRONMENTAL LAW FOR THRIVING COMMUNITIES”

By the Centre for Environment Justice (CEJ) jointly with the Ministry of Green Economy and
Environment and with support from the European Union (EU), Bread for the World (BftW),
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF),
HIVOS Southern Africa, NCA|DCA Zambia, Southern Africa Trust, We Effect Zambia, Biocarbon
Partners, First Quantum Minerals, and Zambia Climate Change Network (ZCCN).

Whereas, the 2024 Environmental Protection Dialogue (EPD) was held in Lusaka, Zambia, from 9th to
11th October 2024 with more than 450 delegates participating physically at the Mulungushi International
Conference Center (MICC) and more than 100 participants attending virtually. From 2020 the
Environmental Protection Dialogue has taken strong themes to represent the views and establish
resolutions. This year's theme “Strengthening Environmental Law for Thriving Communities” speaks
not only to the environment but also to the shareholders and custodians of the environment, and
communities themselves; and imperative to mention that, this remarkable event preceding the successful
convening of the First, Second, Third and Fourth Environmental Protection Dialogues in 2020, 2021,
2022 and 2023.

The innumerable multi-stakeholder delegates who participated in the 5t EPD were drawn from Heads of
Department, Traditional Leaders, Civil Society Organisations, Cooperating Partners, Development Partners,
Embassies, Private sector, Academia, Environmental legal practitioners, Environmental Activists and
Advocates, State Regulatory Bodies, Community groups, Women Groups, Children, Youth, and the Media.
Specifically, regional and international bodies that attended the 5" EPD included the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), Kavango Zambezi Transfrontier (KAZA), Greenpeace Africa, Southern
Africa Resource Watch, Reality Aid of Africa and Pan Africa Climate Justice Alliance.

The 2024 Environmental Protection Dialogue was graced by His Royal Highness, Dr Chief Mumena, who
alongside all the distinguished delegates in attendance, including the other Royal Highnesses reaffirmed
the conclusions and resolutions of the 5t EPD as follows.

THE DELEGATES, gathered at the 5% Environmental Protection Dialogue from the 9th to 11th of
October 2024 at the Mulungushi International Conference Center (MICC) in Lusaka Zambia, under the
banner, Strengthening Environmental Law for Thriving Communities; convened successfully by the
Centre for Environment Justice-CEJ, a renown environmental justice institution in Zambia supported by the
European Union (EU), Bread for the World (BftW), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
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United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF), HIVOS Southern Africa, NCA|DCA Zambia, Southern Africa
Trust, WeEffect Zambia, Biocarbon Partners, First Quantum Minerals, and Zambia Climate Change
Network.

NOTING AND REITERATING, that the issues deliberated upon at the EPD 2024, are linked to most of the
issues deliberated on in the previous EPDs, the resolutions thereof have been considered important, and
hence requiring this urgent call to action by the government, and all responsible institutions, and
stakeholders.

RECOGNIZING, the crucial role of collective aspirations and tireless efforts among stakeholders, Civil
Society, Government, Cooperating partners, traditional leaders, young people, and the private sector,
among others, and for them, beginning to act on the agreed resolutions from the EPDs as a way towards
changing the country and the world and large.

REAFFIRMING, the theme “Strengthening Environmental Law for thriving communities”, and the realization
that Zambia like many countries in Africa and the world at large has been faced with various aspects of
environmental issues and injustices that cannot be left unattended any longer.

REALIZING, the pivotal role platforms like the Environmental Protection Dialogue have played in facilitating
opportunities for various players to work and act together in finding practical, timely and realistic solutions
for past and ongoing environmental challenges locally, far and wide.

CONCERNED, that the immense environmental challenges and rising injustices faced by several
communities, ranging from air and water pollution causing various health complications, induced land
displacements and unfair compensations because of land-based investments, aspects of
environmental/nature crimes were rapidly impacting on their human and environmental rights.

BEARING IN MIND, the continued increase in bushfires leading to various environmental and climate
problems such as air pollution, reduction of trees and shrub cover, disturbance of biodiversity and
ecosystem has become more complex and devastating.

CONCERNED, about the challenges being faced under the acquisition of land especially customary land
and that although the traditional leaders have power over customary land, however, with the turn of events,
it has been noted their powers have been marginalized and ignored in those processes, leading to the
displacement of communities and loss of customary land rights among the subjects across the country.

CONCERNED FURTHER, that in the process of awarding of land titles, the mismatch between state land
and customary land rights was sufficient cause for the urgency to codify customary land and conducting of
land audits to help in strengthening the realization of security of tenure and the distinction of state land,
customary land and reserve land, and informing the process of amending land laws and policies especially
with regards to customary land. And that the government must address the 99-years land lease procedures
often applied when giving land to investors.
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FURTHER, ACKNOWLEDGING the need for achieving environmental sustainability through partnerships,
and the need to address funding and financing mechanisms for environmental issues at implementation
level and or climate justice persuasion.

REALIZING, that the lack of corporate partnerships made it difficult and unrealistic at the same time for the
achievement of meaningful and positive results and sustainable development in the environmental space,
due to the absence of sustainable partnerships that was causing a gap in smart and tactical approaches
towards addressing and or mitigating climate change and environmental impacts.

RECALLING ALSO, the significance of mining in Zambia, as a major boost to the country’s economy and
contributor to Zambia’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

CONCERNED HOWEVER, that the need and government directives to raise the current production of
minerals such as copper and coal by 3000 metric tons and above would subsequently add to the current
levels of excessive pressure on the environment particularly through increased pollution, land degradation
and the displacement of more communities in the processes.

CONVINCED, that with regards to the above concern, Zambia and many countries involved in mining shall
begin to learn and apply the best practices that may ensure and safeguard environmental safety in
managing waste products from the mines such as the diffusion of carbon into the air, through recycling,
reducing and repairing waste affected land sites, and through the application of modern, social cooperate
responsibility, and smart technology not only to protect the environment, but also the rights of individuals
within the environment; and enhancement of benefit sharing for communities.

MOST CONVINCED ALSO, that Zambia and many other African countries shall moving forward
demonstrate an understanding and realization of the importance of working together, as among the major
producers of all the minerals in the world, and their status as among those whose peoples suffer the most,
but benefit the least, and that because none of these countries were exporting finished products, the
countries needed to begin adding value to their minerals, if at all the levels of poverty among others were to
be dealt with.

FURTHER FIRMLY CONVINCED, that as echoed by all the delegates and concerned partners, for the
need for the equitable sharing, the upholding of indigenous rights, and for all mining practices to be
accompanied by people led development , not only Zambia but other African countries must develop robust
mining frameworks and policies that guide mining practices and that the polices must not only be seen to be
strong but enforced, by means of environmental courts acting as custodians of the environmental laws.

ALARMED, that the continued interference in heritages sites and Trans-Frontier Conservation Areas
(TFCAs) remained a growing threat that was causing massive climate change and environmental injustice
issues including bio-diversity and ecosystems disturbances; and hence the importance for all TFCA to be
well taken care of with agreed and effective policies and laws among the sharing boundaries on how best to
benefit and still protect the communities in which such areas are found.
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RECOGNIZING the increasing relevance of the carbon emission tax, especially in light of Zambia’s climate
targets under the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC). By 2030, Zambia aims to mobilize $17 billion
(USD) to meet its NDC targets, which will require expanding the tax base to cover not just carbon
emissions but also other environmental damages. Therefore, transparency and accountability in the
management of the carbon tax revenue are critical, as the public remains uncertain about how these funds
will be spent. Without clear policies and programs in place, the public will continue to view the carbon
emission tax with suspicion.

RECOGNIZING FURTHER, that this years’ theme of the EPD2024, “Strengthening Environmental Law
Thriving communities”, deeply reflected on the urgent need for upholding the rule of law and access to
justice towards climate change and environmental issues, and which calls for an urgent need for law
reforms and the creation of an environmental court for Zambia informed by research and empirical data to
justify its creation, in order for the court to expedite the current environmental court cases with the most
competent and assured expertise they deserved, and allow for the effective enforcement of the law and
access to justice.

FURTHER REAFFIRMING AND INFORMED, that the creation of the environmental court in Zambia can
best and speedily be achieved by means of constitutional reforms including the alteration of Chapter Ill of
the 1996 Constitution, and ensuring that environmental rights as constitutional provisions, through a
referendum, and that the citizens of Zambia must be sensitized on the importance of having a referendum
in the forthcoming general elections to enhance the process of embedding the environmental laws into the
current Bill of Rights as it will speed up access to justice and reduce environmental inequities.

| THEREFORE, THE DELEGATES OF EPD2024 WISH TO APPEAL AND CALL FOR:

11 TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE EPD STRATEGY AND IMPLEMENTATION
FRAMEWORK

a) Support the implementation of the EPD 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024 resolutions and call
to action.

b) Support the Civil Society Organizations Caucus to be run side by side with the EPD, and at
quarterly intervals to strengthen collaborations and have a united voice and strong commitment
of CSOs toward climate and environmental issues.

c) Support the Traditional Leaders Caucus to be run side by side the EPD and strengthen
collaboration.

d) Support the annual hosting of the Environmental Protection Dialogue aimed at co-creating win-
win solutions to the environmental challenges.

12 STRENGTHENED ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS
a) Removing all barriers to the enjoyment of environmental rights for local citizens. This means
deeply reflecting on what the lack of inclusion of environmental rights means to our current bill
of rights means and what steps we are now agreeing to take, going forward.

b) Enabling civic agencies through promoting the participation of local communities and delivering
accountability as much as it is demanded.
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1.3

1.4

.o

c) Fully embracing business and human rights principles to set a clear and higher standard for the

e)

type of relationship we want to see between host communities and business communities
through a guaranteed framework.

The need for further decentralization of Zambia Environmental Management Agency-ZEMA
offices and the provision of geographical location information to help the community access the
institution whenever faced with local environmental injustices.

Demand for an environmental court to provide quick and fair justice to marginalized and
affected communities.

ESTABLISHMENT OF A SPECIAL ENVIRONMENTAL COURT

a) The urgent need for the creation of an environmental court was emphasized by stakeholders

and experts noting that such a court would help speed environmental court disputes, offload
other non-environmental cases, and offer more expert services than currently.

b) Advocate for a referendum to alter Part lll of the 1996 Constitution, Cap 1 of the Laws of

Zambia for environmental rights and laws to be included and provided for in the Bill of Rights
beyond the current provisions in Acts of Parliament such as Section 4, and 5 of the ZEMA Act.

Undertake the review and strengthening of current existing environment laws, coupled with
adequate research or studies on environmental issues and cases in order for Zambia to justify,
muster political support, and spearhead the formation of such a court.

d) Promote and create awareness and sensitization of citizens on the need and urgency for

establishing an environmental court in Zambia.

AMPLIFYING THE VOICES OF CHILDREN IN THE ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE JUSTICE

)

d)

Recognition by the EPD 2024 for children as information carriers on environmental protection
and sustainability practices.

Voices of the children called on the need for responsibility with regard to garbage disposal, and
engagement of children in safe, simple and children-friendly recycling ventures.

In promoting climate justice, establish accountability mechanisms both for the children and
adults with regards to waste management in the community.

Provision of education to children, especially in schools in order to build their capacities and
knowledge as future environmental defenders and responsible citizens.

CODIFICATION OF THE CUSTOMARY LAND LAW

)

Their Royal Highnesses called for the legal realization and recognition of the traditional leaders
as owners of customary land as a benchmark towards addressing the customary land versus
state land issue.
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b) Expedite the process of land audit and codification and consider the ongoing audit processes
must work hand in hand with the traditional leaders as this would help create clear frameworks
and inclusive governance around land issues.

c) Review the 99-year lease arrangement and provide guidelines as to whom the land goes back to
after the 99-year lease holds, whether it would be the state or back to the traditional leaders.

.6 ACHIEVING ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY THROUGH CORPORATE PARTNERSHIP
a) There was an urgent need to formulate deliberate policies that created a relationship between
businesses such as banks, and the community in which the business operated. This would in
return address issues relating to how environmental challenges were handled by both the
business and the community, giving an upper hand to the community and policy makers to hold
the business accountable in case of a breach.

b) Create systems within businesses that were environmentally responsive such as the reducing of
carbon footprints, packaging waste, water usage and other damages to the environment, then
sensitize the community.

c) Adhering to socially accepted practices that are environmentally responsive such as the issuing
of green bonds, solar Automated Machines, planting of trees in the community and providing
entrepreneurial activities that were climate smart.

1.7 MINERALS SECURITY SYSTEMS FOR AFRICA

a) There was a need to establish standard principles and guidelines that regulated mining, the
management and sharing of resources.

b) Need for collaborative efforts among the government, civil society organization and the private
sector on how best the minerals can be managed, their value addition and utilization.

c) Africa region needs to collaborate and work together and stop exporting raw materials to the
west, by adding value to them.

d) Create deliberate laws to allow the indigenous to enjoy some rights in the resources found within
their localities and a certain percentage of benefits that are given back to the communities where
minerals are found to improve their livelihoods and infrastructures.

1.8  ROLE OF TRANS-FRONTIER CONSERVATION AREAS IN THE SADC REGION; CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES

The challenges experienced in the TFCAs were many ranging from a lack of capacity in human
resources to integrate the corporations, the language barriers and community norms that are different
from one society to another, however, the opportunities were vast. As a result, the following was
recommended regarding the TFCASs,

a) The urgent need for diversification of markets such as the American and European markets.

b) Capacity building for the human resource dealing with the Trans-Frontier Conservations Areas,
as well the communities located in the TFCAs so that they do not hinder progress.

6|Page? Centre for Environment Justice, Plot 269, Off Twin Palm, Ibex Hill, Lusaka, Zambia
#EnvironmentalLaw #Environmentallustice #EnvironmentalRights




c) Establishment of a robust cycle chain system that can be used to add value to the products
produced within the region of Africa and expose them to tourists.

d) Creation of simple but firm policies that speak to all the countries and communities in each
TFCA and call for the importance of collaboration.

1.3 CARBON EMISSION TAX: IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING
a) Need to publicly account to the nation for the Carbon tax or revenue collection by Zambia
Revenue Authority since its inception to date, and for CSOs to monitor carbon tax collection
and advocate for the creation of an environmental protection fund.

b) The diversification of the carbon tax collection not only on motor vehicles but industries that
contribute to carbon emissions, including aviation and railways.

c) The enactment of the Climate Fund Bill into law for it to regulate the collection and utilization of
carbon tax revenues.

d) The government to re-look at the current policy around the tax duty on environmentally friendly
vehicles in order to encourage and provide incentives for citizens to procure such cars and
help protect the environment.

Compiled in Lusaka, Zambia, 15t October 2024.
Publication Date, 15t November 2024.
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